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The Year in Review - Increasing Our Impact
FY18 marked Womenade’s eighth year as a giving circle, and it was a year in which we 
focused on learning about current thinking in understanding and evaluating potential 
grantees’ impact in their work and community. Our theme for the year was “Rethinking the 
Bang for your Buck: How to tell an organization is worth your investment.” Our meetings 
were focused on understanding ways to think about the structure, leadership and mission 
of an organization in determining where our grants might have greatest impact.

To kickoff our eighth grant making year, we invited Tiziana Dearing, a 
national voice on social impact, social justice, inequality and poverty to 
share her research, experience and insights in helping us explore the 
topic of impact - how we define it, how we look for it, and how we 
measure it.

At our Education meeting in April we welcomed Yolanda Coentro, 
President and CEO of the Institute for Nonprofit Practice as our feat-
ured speaker to continue our exploration of impact. Yolanda shared 
her take on the state of the nonprofit sector, key sector trends, what 
organizations need in order to function at the highest levels, and how 
we can spot and fund those with the most potential. Jennifer Aronson 

In September, Womenade Boston had a table at GlobalWE Women’s Empowerment Expo 
2018 sponsored by the Harvard University Alumni Association. It provided a forum for 
leading girls’ and women’s empowerment organizations to connect with Harvard Alumni 
and students seeking career, internship, volunteer, and fundraising opportunities.
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of the Boston Foundation joined Yolanda and shared her experience in both assessing non-
profit effectiveness and making decisions on grant making with that lens in mind.

Womenade members volunteered at Cradles to 
Crayons, a fantastic organization that provides 
children living in homeless or low-income situat-
ions with the essential items they need to thrive.  
We had a great time giving our time and energy to 
helping children and their families in dire need.  
According to C2C’s calculations, in two hours we 
helped 189 children in the greater Boston 
community!

2018 Runners Up
Girls Rock Campaign, Inc.
LEAP Self-Defense Inc., 
Charles River Community Health
Sitters Without Borders

2018 Grantees
Apprentice Learning, Inc.
Roxbury Youth Works, Inc.
RIA House Inc. - Ready.Inspire.Act
Women’s Bar Foundation

2018 Grant Total Awarded: $84,000
Total Giving to Date: $670,000

Letters of Inquiry received: 52
Full Proposals invited: 16
Finalists invited to present: 8

GRANT MAKING

B O A R D  M E M B E R S

FY18 OPERATING REVENUE: $17,900 FY18  OPERATING EXPENSES: $13,125

- 70 standard members contributed $1,000 and 5 Young philanthropists contributed $500 for grant making. 
 

 
 
- Four grants of $21,000 were awarded for a total of $84,000 in 2018.

Members contributed an additional $7,900 directed to grant making:
A Cookie Swap fundraising event brought in $2,025 directed to grant making
$1,150 from members and $875 from non-members


